ALBANY PORT DISTRICT COMMISSION

MINUTES OF THE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2006 MEETING

Chairman Cross called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon.  In attendance were Commissioners Dean, Ferrara, General Manager Keane, Business Manager Commisso, Chief Financial Officer Hurly, General Counsel Thomas M. Owens, Esq. and Eric Anderson of the Times Union.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Dean.

Due to the resignation of Georgette Steffens the Board appointed Commissioner Dean as Secretary on a motion by Chairman Cross and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara.

Besicorp Empire Development – The Commission discussed a lease option between Besicorp and the Albany Port District Commission which was forwarded by Bond, Schoeneck & King to Ned Trombly of Hiscock and Barclay.

Waste Management of New York – Site work has begun on the leased property pending City of Albany Zoning Board response to their Special Use Permit (see attached). Negotiation for the lease option should commence in April 2006.

Administrative Contracts – The Albany Port District Commission approved the suggestions regarding the Administrative Contracts for One (1) year extensions on a motion by Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara.

A.J. Vasil & Associates - General Manager Keane suggested putting the marketing contract out to bid in 2007. 

Communication Services - The Albany Port District Commission retained  Communication Services at the rate of $500/month as per the current agreement.

Johnson & Illington Advisors – The Albany Port District Commission retained Johnson & Illington Advisors at $1,250/quarterly per the current agreement.

Mueser Rutledge Consulting Engineers – The Albany Port District Commission retained Mueser Rutledge Consulting Engineers due to their knowledge and experience in marine work as well as their substantial knowledge of the Port of Albany operations, geology, and structures.

Patricia Lynch Associates – The Albany Port District Commission has executed an agreement with Patricia Lynch Associates in 2006 for $50,000/annually.  Such selection was due to this firm’s recognized expertise, prior experience with the APDC, comparison with other firm’s expertise and cost from open sources and prior APDC experience, development of this firm’s specialized knowledge in both legislative and maritime issues, geographic proximity, and lack of APDC in-house resources.

Urbach, Hacker & Young – The Albany Port District Commission retained Urbach, Hacker and Young due to their knowledge of federal and state regulations as they relate to the operations at the Port of Albany, their substantial experience over the last several years dealing with the Port of Albany, geographic proximity, and lack of APDC in-house resources..

Maritime Update – General Manager Keane updated the Board regarding tonnages at the Port of Albany.  He indicated that the tonnage was up 19%, Longshore Labor up 68% and ship arrivals up 59%.

The Albany Port District Commission was named as an exchange Port for cocoa beans (see attached).

USS Slater Update – The Albany Port District Commission authorized a $5,000 donation to the US Slater Foundation for clean-up due to recent fire damage to the USS Slater.

Real Property - The Albany Port District Commission went into executive session on a motion by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Dean to discuss issues related to potential real property acquisitions.  At the end of the executive session Commission Ferrara made a motion to reopen the Board meeting which was seconded by Commissioner Dean.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 2:00 p.m. on a motion by Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara noting that the next scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, February 22, 2006 at 12:00 noon.

