ALBANY PORT DISTRICT COMMISSION

MINUTES OF THE WEDNESAY, JANUARY 16, 2008 MEETING


Chairman Cross called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  In attendance were Commissioners Ferrara, Dean, Daly, General Manager Keane, Chief Financial Officer Hurley, Business Manager Commisso, General Counsel Owens, Security & Threat Assessment Director Henderick, Eric Anderson of the Times Union, Reverend Hempel and Father Leskovar of Albany Maritime Ministries.

The minutes from the previous meeting were unanimously approved on a motion by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Dean.

Gorman Brothers, Inc. –Easement requested from the Albany Port District Commission for a rail right-of-way over approximately .6 acres of property located on the Rensselaer side.  Easement to be used for placing a rail spur into Gorman Asphalt Terminal.  The easement was appraised by a licensed commercial appraiser and Gorman has agreed to pay the appraised amount ($24,900).  Due to the location of the easement property being bordered on each side by Gorman property, there is no party other than Gorman that could use the property, therefore there is no value in a competitive bid process.  Additionally, the term is limited to twenty (20) years and during the term, if Gorman sells the easement, the Port must be paid the appraised value for the easement at the time of the sale. The easement to Gorman Brothers was unanimously approved on a motion by Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara.

Maritime Update – General Manager Keane discussed the tonnage figures for 2007 as well as the man-hours generated. General Manager Keane stated the lower man-hours in 2007 were associated with the type of cargo handled during the past year since the tonnage volumes were nearly equal.  

Dredging – General Manager Keane informed the Commission that maintenance dredging of approximately 2100 cubic yards commenced this day.  Completion is scheduled for the end of the week.  Full draft will now be available for the upcoming steel vessels.

Annual Administrative Contracts – Chief Financial Officer Hurley discussed with the Albany Port District Commission the Annual Administrative Contracts requiring approval (see attached). The contracts were unanimously approved on a motion by Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara.

Annual Reporting Requirement –General Manager Keane discussed with the Albany Port District Commission the financial disclosure requirements and had each member verify the required information.

Executive Session – Commissioner Ferrara made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Dean, and unanimously approved to enter into executive session.

Commissioner Dean made a motion to return from the executive session and re-enter the regular meeting which was seconded by Commission Ferrara, and unanimously approved.

RFP 2007-04 Property & Cargo Development - The Albany Port District Commission discussed the proposals received from RFP 2007-04 for property and cargo development.  Since a majority of the responses included an ethanol component the Commission voted to engage the services of a consultant versed in the development and siting of ethanol production facilities and the ethanol market. On a motion by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Dean the utilization of a consultant was unanimously approved.

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned 2:30 p.m. noting that the next regularly scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, February 13, 2008 at 12:00 noon.
