ALBANY PORT DISTRICT COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE WEDENSDAY JULY 18, 2007 MEEITNG

Chairman Cross called the meeting to order at 12:30 p.m.  In attendance were Commissioners  Ferrara, Daly, Dean, General Manager Keane, Chief Financial Officer Hurley, Business Manager Commisso, General Counsel Owens, Father Richard Leskovar of the Maritime Ministries, William Hooton of  Capital District Trade Strategies, and Eric Anderson of the Times Union.

The minutes of the previous meeting were approved on a motion by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commissioner Dean.

Capital Region Foreign Trade Zone – Mr. William Hooton, Capital District Trade Strategies, met with the members of the Albany Port District Commission to discuss in detail the advantages of expanding the Capital Region’s Foreign Trade Zone by including all lands of the Port of Albany.  Associated costs of the application are estimated between $1,000.00-$3,000.00 depending on the number of participants.  The Port Commission must provide a Letter of Concurrence,  enter into a contract and  provide a legal description of the property involved.  On a motion by Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commissioner Ferrara the Commission authorized all Port lands on the Albany side of the Port to be included in the Foreign Trade Zone expansion, and appropriate documentation provided to Capital District Trade Strategies for their application to the Foreign Trade Zone Board.
Second Quarter Financial Report – The Commission approved the Audit Committee’s recommendation to accept the 2nd Quarter Financial Report.
Maintenance Dredging – General Manager Keane updated the Commission regarding funding from the Multi-Modal Program for the dredging project, status of the United States Army Corps of Engineers Permit, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Permit and the location of an existing site for the dredge spoil owned by the by the New York State Office of General Services in East Greenbush for the placement of the dredge spoil.
Port Security– Processing of the Port Security Grant Program by the United States Department of Homeland Security is behind schedule.  The Port Commission is scheduled to receive $351,000.00 for continued upgrades to its video surveillance system.
Web Casting – Pursuant to Executive Order #3 the Albany Port District Commission is in compliance and all Commission meetings can now be viewed live or through the archives via the Port’s website at www.portofalbany.com
On motion by Commissioner Ferrara and seconded by Commission Dean the Albany Port District Commission entered into Executive Session.
On a motion by Commissioner Dean and seconded by Commission Ferrara the Albany Port District Commission adjourned from the Executive Session and re-entered the regular meeting.

There being no further business the Commission meeting adjourned at 1:55 p.m. noting that the next scheduled meeting will be Wednesday, August 15, 2007 at 12:30 p.m.
