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Photo 31: Just north of the south entry road, view looking north at the cut shale face along the driveway leading into
the apparently mined area. This is one of the several shale exposures here and in the south entry road route that
were examined to identify whether shale in this vicinity is chert bearing (it proved not to be).
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Thank you for requesting the comments of the New York State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO). We have reviewed the Additional Archaeological Evaluation Report, prepared by
Curtin Archaeological Consulting and dated December 2018, in accordance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. These comments are those of the SHPO and
relate only to Historic/Cultural resources.

Based on this review and a review of our GIS Cultural Resource Information System (CRIS), the
SHPO requests that the following items be submitted to help facilitate the Section 106
consultation between the CORPS, the SHPO and the Stockbridge Munsee-Mohican Nation.

* A summary table detailing the various construction components and their proposed depths.

* A map of the project area, preferably the Concept Plan, that includes the locations of the soil
borings and archaeological trenches discussed in the Additional Archaeological Evaluation
Report with the depth of fill labeled for each boring or trench. This summary document will
create a more easily understood picture of past filling events.

» Areview of the CRIS system indicates that your project is across the river from agricultural
fields associated with the National Register eligible Papscanee Island Historic District. As noted
in the attached Determination of Eligibility for Papscanee Island, “The rich soil along the flats
and on Papscanee Island were flooded annually and generations of Mohicans cleared and
cultivated these areas.” These open agricultural fields make the area visually unique and would
have been recognizable to the Mohican Sachem Papsickene.

To help address the potential visual impacts of the project on the Papscanee Island Historic
District, we recommend a visual simulation, from the public right-of-way as shown in yellow on
the enclosed map, be provided to help illustrate how the proposed facility will appear from the
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*To reduce the visibility of the building on the Papcanee Island Historic District, we recommend
that you consider using fagade materials that are non-reflective and blend into the surrounding
environment, such as earth tones.

» The SHPO requests that a site visit be arranged that would include individuals from the
CORPS, the DEC, the SHPO, the Stockbridge-Munsee Mohican Nation and the project team.

If you have any questions, | can be reached at (518) 268-2179.
Sincerely,

Nancy Herter

Archaeology Unit Program Coordinator
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'RESOURCE EVALUATION

DATE: November 25, 2009 STAFF:  Blakemore/Herter -

PROPERTY: Papscanee Island MCD: East Greenbush (08303)

7 _ Schodack (08313)
ADDRESS:  N/A | COUNTY: Rensselaer
PROJECT REF: 05PR06202 ' USN: 08303.000010/08313.000018

I. [ Property is individually listed on SR/NR:
name of listing:

" [ Property is a contributing component of a SR/NR district:
name of district:

Il Property meets eligibility criteria.
(L] Property contributes to a district which appears to meet eligibility criteria.

Pre SRB: [X] Post SRB: [] SRB date
Criteria for Inclusion in the National Register:

A. X Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history;

B. Associated with the lives of persons sighiﬁcant in our past;

C. [] Embodies the distinctive.characteristics of a type, period or method of construction; or
represents the work of a master; or possess high artistic values; or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction;

D. Have yielded, or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.
- STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: .

Papscanee Island is historically and archeologically significant for its association with upper Hudson Valley’s
predominant native people, the Mohican, who are currently recognized as the Stockbridge-Munsee Community
Band of Mohicans. The pre 20™ century island is historically significant as a center of life for this cultural group in
New York where it served as a primary gathering spot and place of ceremony. The island is also archeologically
significant for the potential it possesses to provide significant information about the life ways of its inhabitants and
. also for the information that has already been acquired through the archeological record.

The island is located in the floodplain of the Hudson River, in the Town of East Greenbush, Rensselaer County. It
is about 4 miles long and about a half mile across, with the Papscanee Kill separating it from the mainland. A strip
of additional fertile land lay east of the kill that was another half mile at it widest. (Huey 2004). In the 19" and 20"
century, filling of the channel behind the dike resulted in an expansion of the island’s western shore and silting
between the island and the mainland has resulted in wetlands that have obscured the original island configuration.
The tidal estuary Cuyper Kill originally separated the small Cuyper Island from the western shore of Papscanee
Island until alluvium began to fill the channel in the late 1750’s creating a single landform (Huey 1996: 137).!

! The boundary for the Determination of Eligibility includes an area, which based on historic maps best represents the historic
limits of Papscanee Island prior to its connection to the eastern shore of the Hudson River.
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The Mohican Indian Nation was the most populace Indian Nation in the Upper Hudson upon the arrival of the
Dutch. Historic documentation provides evidence that when Hudson arrived in 1609, he was well within the
Mobhican territory which extended throughout the Upper Hudson (Dunn: 1994, 54). Hudson was greeted by the
Mohicans who provided land for Dutch use and maintained a peaceful coexistence with the Dutch (Dunn 1994:63).
At the time of Dutch arrival they had claim to 16,000 morgens of mountain and valley and 1200 morgens of
cleared land” (Van Laer, 1908). The 2400 acres of cleared land included Papscanee Island. When the Dutch
farmers came upriver in 1637, they were able to immediately plant on the previously cleared land. (Dunn
1994:226).

Papscanee Island was the home of the Mohican Sachem, Papsickene, who also controlled other smaller nearby
islands and some of the adjacent mainland. A territory associated with a particular sachem was often mentioned in
the Dutch deeds. One example of a fertile territory bearing the name of the chief, Papsickene’s Island and “Paep-
sykenekaes kill” is shown on the 1632 map. Numerous Dutch documents, letters and land references refer to
Papsickene’s land, (Dunn: 1994, 54) Papsickene’s importance during the 17" century is reflected in how the
Mohicans interacted with the Dutch, as the sachem’s decisions meant the difference between war and peace.
Prosperity for the newcomers depended on the relationship of the native population with the Dutch but also to other
native groups. The status of the sachem seems evident in that Papsickene’s son in the historic record is referred to
as “the son of Papsickene”. After Papsickene’s death in 1634, three years lapsed before the island was acquired
from his heirs by Kiliaen Van Renseelaer, who had repeatedly sought to obtain the land.

The Mohican people consider Papscanee Island to be a historic property of religious and cultural significance based
on its direct association to the sachem Papsickene, for its importance as a place of traditional ceremonies and for its
direct connection to their ancestors. The following presents the view of the Stockbridge Munsee Community Band
of Mobhicans:

“The homes of the Mohican Chiefs, or Sachems were places of spiritual and ceremonial rituals. The
Sachem was looked upon as a great tree in whose shade the whole nation sat. His business was to
contemplate the welfare of his people, promote peace and happiness with all of their allies. The sachem
kept the bag of ceremonial wampum and the pipe of peace.

The wampum was used to track treaties, stories and important events in the tribe’s history. In the years
before contact and for 150 years afterwards, all collective knowledge had been memorized. To assure that
traditions and treaty obligations were not forgotten, at regular intervals, conferences were held to recite and
memorize the Nation’s past. Both young and old were expected to participate in this tradition. This could
take as long as two months. Tribal members gathered together at certain seasons, and the historian taking a
piece of wampum from the bag, repeated aloud its meaning, and passed it to the person who sat next to
him, who then repeated the story. Each piece of wampum and story was passed to each tribal member.

It was not just pieces or strings of wampum, but also elaborate belts were made to mark a treaty with
government officials, and other tribes. The belt told the story of the event. The belt was also used to invite a
tribe to join in a war, or mark death. It is the native way of documenting its history, and held in great
importance. The sachem had a bag which was made special to hold wampum and wampum belts. It was his
responsibility to keep these in his home. When a sachem dies his responsibility to care for the wampum
was passed to the next sachem. (Jones: 1854, 21)

Turtles have a great value to the Mohican people. Many Lenape Tribes, of which Mohican belong, have a
creation story. It is believed the earth is resting on the back of a giant turtle lying in the water. From the soil
on the turtle’s back there grew a tree that sent forth a sprout that produced the first man. Then bending
over, the top of the tree touched the earth and another sprout grew and this became the woman. These two
people where the original parents for all Lenape Indians.
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. The turtle did not just give us life but helped to sustain life. The shell of the turtle was used as cups and
dishes. The shell was also used as rattles in spiritual and ceremonial rituals. The animal world is believed to
be one with us and we must treat them with dignity and respect. In the splnt world, the destiny of the Indian
is linked with the animal.

The importance of the turtle is not just spoken about, but displayed daily in our tribal affairs. The turtle is
on our tribal flag, letterheads, and part of our daily lives, In our clan system, one of the clans is a turtle. The
painted turtle which is symbolic with Mohican people still exists on this island today. Protecting the water
ways to ensure this turtle does not become extinct is vital to the Mohican people.

This island also holds known graves of our Mohican ancestors. Mohican people hold burials in extreme
spiritual significance. Traditional Native beliefs are if graves are disturbed the spirit of this person can not
continue their journey. Because of the tribe’s strong beliefs in protecting its ancestors' graves, the tribe has
an officer whose job is to protect their ancestors. With the knowledge that Papscanee Island was the home
of our sachem, used as fishing and camping sites, and burials are known to be in situ we believe this
island must be listed as a historic district to protect our tribe’s rich history on this island. (White: 2009).

The rich soil along the flats and on Papscanee Island was flooded annually and generations of Mohicans cleared
and cultivated these areas. The Van Rensselaer manuscripts reveal “that 1200 morgens of lands were enriched by
the overflow of high water when the ice breaks” (Van Laer, 1908). Kiliaen van Rensselaer, when establishing his
agricultural colony in New Netherlands, had his agent select desirable lands on the west side of the Hudson near
Albany and a small tract on the east side. Papscanee Island attracted sufficient notice to be described in Johannes de
Laet’s book published in 1625: “...on the east side of the river live the Mahikans. On the same East side lies a long,
broken Island (many kills run through it so that there multiple Islands) extending nearby...and the ships can come
up this far” (Huey 2004: 64). Not being initially successful in acquiring Papsickene’s lands in 1632, Kiliaen van
Rensselaer wrote in 1636 to his agent in the New Netherlands who was responsible for getting farmers located, that
“in case they (the farmers) should want to settle on PaepZickens land, which I think has not yet been bought, make
every effort to purchase the same or at best to cause the farmers to be established there with the consent of the
owners” (Waite 1913: 26). - :

After the Hudson’s seasonal spring flooding, Papscanee Island would have been an ideal resource procurement site.
New plant growth and abundant fish (perhaps collecting in the receding back water) provided a ready food source.
With the introduction of maize agriculture into the Northeast during the Woodland Period, the Mohican people had
an ideal location for-the growing of crops, including beans and squash. While intensive cultivation normally
depletes the soﬂ Papscanee Island was annually enriched with new soils.

The archeological data that exists for Papscanee Island have already provided significant information about
precontact Native peoples, the Mohican people of the Woodland and Contact Periods, and later Dutch inhabitants.
The hunter-gatherer model suggests that Native populations would disperse into smaller task based or family
groups, depending on the season and available resources, and then come back together when it was logistically
favorable for larger groups to function together-generally fall and winter. Various hypotheses have been presented
- on the model of Mohican Pre-Contact settlement. While some of the early maps show fortified villages, there have
been no palisaded Mohican villages found to date. Another hypothesis is that small camps were used in addition to
stockaded villages, or that unfortified housebold groupings were dispersed throughout the Mohican territory.
(Sopko 2009: 7). The archeological sites that have been identified on Papscanee Island provide evidence that the
Mohican’s use of the island was extensive throughout the precontact and contact periods.

The earliest identified precontact occupation on Papscanee dates to the Late Archaic (2500 B.C. to 1500 B.C.) The
Goldcrest Site (A08303.000050) was identified on the former Cuyper Island (now part of Papscanee) which was
held by the Mohicans until 1661. The site dates to the Middle Woodland (A.D. 290 and A.D. 430) and to the Late
‘Woodland/Contact Period (A.D. 1435 and A.D. 1660). Earlier burned deposits found below these occupations
may reflect the initial Mohican land clearing process (Sopko 2009). A burial was encountered at this site,
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suggesting that Papscanee Island was considered an appropriate location for burials and that other Woodland and
Contact Period burials may be present elsewhere on Papscanee Island.

In addition to the recently identified East Greenbush Marina site (A08303.000093), there are 10 other recently
identified Late Woodland Period and Contact Period Mohican sites on the island representing temporary
agricultural camps, fishing camps and long term isolated farmsteads. Late Woodland pottery has been encountered
on seven archaeological sites, with two sites representing different Late Woodland Period occupations. Three sites
date to both the Contact and the Late Woodland Period and three sites are single component Lake Woodland
occupations, Recovered materials include chert tools and flakes, hearth features, mussels, deer bones, fish bones,
nut, structural remains and pottery. While these sites have many similarities, they also have many differences
(Sopko 2009: 9).

The fact that new sites are being identified as a result of systematic archeological investigations, suggests that there
are many more unidentified sites on the island that will yield significant information about the precontact period,
the Mohican utilization and habitation of the island and the Mohican interaction with the Dutch during the Contact
Period. Many Dutch farm sites are located on earlier Mohican sites, some of them below alluvial soils and fill. The
Dutch farm sites have archaeological importance because they contain information on the earliest Dutch house
types, individual living standards, trade contacts, and other significant research topics (Huey 2004:69). The
Mohican’s cultivated farmland on Papscanee Island may actually be the first European farms in New York State
(Huey: undated). Some of this original farm land continues to be actively farmed.
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