
EXISTING CONDITIONS REFERENCE INFORMATION 
Summary of Port of Albany Field Investigation: 
For detailed results from the survey, please review the attached appendices and reference drawings. The text below 
summarizes the results from each aspect of the inspection: 
 

• Topside Survey 

MRCE Inspected the topside of the Sheds Nos 1 to 3 and heavy lift rail wharf on December 18, 2024 and again on 
March 12, 2025. Our investigation found the wharf deck in need of repair. Asphalt patching has masked 
deteriorating deck conditions and insufficiency for deck loading conditions. Numerous deck areas had inadequate 
concrete cover and exposed rebar at the surface or beneath a thin layer of asphalt. Expansion joints were typically 
more severely deteriorated and filled with asphalt as well, the compressible material within the joints having been 
deteriorated. A photo log of typical topside conditions is attached. 
 

• Underside Deck Survey 

MRCE inspected the underside of the deck between March 11, 2025 and March 12, 2025. The decks have cracking 
parallel and adjacent to the existing rail slots as well as the filled rail slots. A few spans have parallel cracking in 
between the rail slots as well. Cracking is also apparent emanating diagonally or orthogonally from the pile caps. 
Efflorescence and “stalactite” type calcite formations are common amongst the deck cracks. The calcite formations 
indicate water leaking through the deck slab. Crack map plans are in the reference drawings.  
  

• Timber Fendering 

MRCE inspected the timber fendering between March 11, 2025 and March 12, 2025. Generally, the timbers south of 
Bent 27 are in good condition, some locations have damaged/missing chocks or bolts. From Bent 27 to Bent 58 a 
majority of the timbers are damaged or missing. This section will need a full replacement. 
 

• Caisson Cap Beams (Bents) and Fascia Beams 

MRCE inspected the Caisson Cap Beams (Bents) and Fascia Beams between March 11, 2025 and March 12, 2025. On 
March 13, 2025 Seaway Diving performed a diving inspection of the caissons at 11 bents, with generally fair 
conditions and only minor coating loss/pitting and near original steel wall thicknesses. The bent conditions are 
varied and as indicated on the plans.  
 

• Pile Caps 

MRCE inspected the 46 individual heavy lift rail pile caps between March 11, 2025 and March 12, 2025. On March 
13, 2025 Seaway Diving performed a diving inspection of the piles at 9 pile caps. Overall, only 15 pile caps are in 
satisfactory conditions, with the majority of the caps (31) in a moderate to severe deterioration condition. Eleven of 
the pile caps had formwork remaining on the crown of the cap, this prevented inspection of the interface between 
the pile cap and the deck. General Pile Cap conditions apparent were gaps between the pile cap and the deck 
underside, water damage at the top and sides of the pile cap, and cracking on the bottom or sides of the pile cap, 
sometimes exposing pile cap reinforcing steel. 

 

• Photos 

All relevant inspection photos are attached.  
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Pile Cap Photos
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